
Since my August newsletter, the World Curl-

ing Federation and you, our Members, have 

been extremely busy as the season in the 

northern hemisphere gets into full swing and 

activity winds up in the southern hemisphere. 

We held the first World Curling Federation 

Annual Congress in October, which included 

our Annual General Assembly. Iõm sure you 

will all agree that our time together at Turn-

berry in Scotland was extremely rewarding 

and productive.  

Congratulations to all of the teams that have 

qualified for World Curling Championship 

events over the last two months.  

Norway and Finland qualified from the 

World Wheelchair Curling Qualification 

event in Lohja, Finland, while China and Ja-

panõs menõs and womenõs teams qualified 

from the Pacific-Asia Curling Championships 

which I attended in Naseby New Zealand. 

We have also been busy attending various 

meetings and events, not only with other 

sports organisations but some of our Mem-

ber Associations as well, which you can read 

about later in the newsletter. 
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In October, we held our inaugu-

ral WCF Congress at Turnberry 

Resort in Scotland. With over 

100 delegates in attendance from 

around the world it proved to 

be a huge success. 

During the week, the Congress 

focussed on the governance 

structure of the WCF and con-

tinued to develop the proposed 

new WCF constitution.  

There were opportunities for 

Member Associations from the 

same region to meet and discuss 

zonal matters in person as well 

as receive introductions from 

the newly-appointed WCF 

Competitions and Development 

Officers. 

Since the Congress we have  

announced the hosts for the 

next two WCF Annual Con-

gresses.  

Copenhagen, Denmark will host 

the 2013 Congress between 

August 26 and September 2, 

while Reno Tahoe in Nevada, 

USA will host our Congress the 

following year, in 2014. 

http://www.worldcurling.org/world-curling-federation-congress-2012-begins
http://www.worldcurling.org


WCF Annual General Assembly  

Pacific-Asia Curling Championships  

During the WCF Congress, 

the Annual General Assem-

bly was held. 

We were delighted to wel-

come the Kosovo Curling 

Federation after Member 

Associations voted in favour 

of granting them provisional 

membership.  

As a result Kosovo become 

the 50th Member of the 

World Curling Federation. 

Member Associations did 

however vote to suspend 

Armenia and Bulgaria due 

to the non-payment of sub-

scriptions.  

The next Annual General 

Assembly of the World 

Curling Federation will take 

place on Saturday the 31st 

of August 2013 during the 

second WCF Annual Con-

gress in Copenhagen.  

Congratulations must also be given to all of the medal winners at the Pacific-Asia 

Curling Championships (PACC) 2012. China men and women won gold and Japan 

men and women took the silver medals. As a result, the gold and silver medalists  

qualify for the 2013 menõs and womenõs World Curling Championships. Australia 

men and Korea women won  the bronze medals.  

The standard of play was exceptional and by the very fact it is such a difficult Cham-

pionship to qualify from proves how well the sport is developing throughout this 

region. 

Thanks to everyone involved in making my first visit to the PACC a truly memorable 

event, in particular the New Zealand Curling Association, the event sponsors and 

especially all of the hard working volunteers.  
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World Wheelchair Curling Qualification  

Congratulations to Norway 

and Finland who qualified 

for the World Wheelchair 

Curling Championship 2013. 

Both teams qualified from 

the World Wheelchair 

Curling Qualification event 

which proved to be yet an-

other fantastic event at the 

Kisakallio Sports Institute in 

Lohja, Finland. 

We must thank everyone 

involved in the event and 

wish both teams good luck 

at the World Championship 

in Sochi, Russia, next year. 

Turnberry Resort, Scotland , host of the 2012 WCF Annual 

Congress and Annual General Assembly             Photo: WCF  

Norway and Finland at WWhCQ 

              Photos: WCF  

China, gold medal winners at PACC 

2012           Photo: WCF/Simon East  

http://www.worldcurling.org/annual-general-assembly-of-world-curling-federation
http://pacc2012.curlingevents.com/
http://www.worldcurling.org/world-wheelchair-curling-qualification-2012


Trainee Reporter & Photographer Programme  

The WCF has recently launched a search for trainee reporters and photographers. 

We are giving one young reporter and one young photographer the opportunity to report 

from the World Junior Curling Championships 2013 in Sochi, Russia.  

The two winning entries will receive a fully paid trip to Sochi to cover the event with the 

WCF Media & Communications Team. 

Please spread the word to young people in your area and encourage them to apply by the 

December 17 deadline . For more information visit our website  or email  

media@worldcurling.org   

Event Announcements  

We have recently announced two major agreements for events in the 2013/2014 season. Flims, 

Switzerland will host the 2014 World Junior Curling Championships . The event will be 

staged in the Waldhaus Arena from the 26th of February to the 5th of March 2014 and is the 

third time that the town of Flims in the Swiss Canton of Graubünden will host the World Jun-

iors.  

We are also very exited to be taking the World Financial Group Continental Cup 2014  

to Las Vegas, in association with the CCA and USCA. The event will take place from January 16-

19 at the 5,000 seat Orleans Arena. It marks the first time that the Continental Cup will be held 

in the United States and the first time outside of Canada. It also will be the first time that Las 

Vegas has hosted a curling event of this size and will be a tremendous opportunity to showcase 

our sport and athletes just a month ahead of the Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. 
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The Orleans Arena in Las Vegas will 

host the 2014 WFG Continental Cup 

         Photo: orleansarena.com   

On the road  

The WCF is in the hunt for the future of 

curling media               Photo: WCF  
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Over the past three months, 

the WCF has been busy 

attending a number of 

events, meetings and confer-

ences. 

Eeva Roethlisberger and I 

attended the start of the 

Paralympic Games in Lon-

don back in September, 

which was a hugely inspiring 

and rewarding experience. 

Colin and I attended the IF 

Forum in Lausanne, Switzer-

land,  where we met with 

the International Olympic 

Committee, Association of 

International Olympic Win-

ter Federations and the lo-

cal organising committee for 

Sochi 2014. We also had the 

opportunity to attend a 

Conference on Sustainability 

in Sport. 

Colin and I were also in 

Sochi to attend the Peace in 

Sport International Forum in 

November. 

Whilst at the PACC I had 

the opportunity to meet 

with several organisations 

within the Pacific-Asia re-

gion. 

Before the PACC began I 

met with members of Auck-

land Council to discuss the 

development of a dedicated 

curling facility within the 

city. 

During the PACC I met 

with the New Zealand Win-

ter Games organisers and 

the Presidents of both the 

Mongolian Curling Federa-

tion and the Kazakhstan 

Curling Association. 

I also visited Melbourne to 

meet with the Olympic 

Winter Institute of Australia 

and talk to the Australian 

Paralympic Committee re-

garding possible dedicated 

facilities in Melbourne and 

Sydney. 

http://www.worldcurling.org/trainee-sports-journalist-photographer-programme
http://www.worldcurling.org/trainee-sports-journalist-photographer-programme
mailto:%20media@worldcurling.org
http://www.worldcurling.org/events
http://www.worldcurling.org/2014-world-junior-championships-return-to-switzerland
http://www.worldcurling.org/2014-world-junior-championships-return-to-switzerland
http://www.worldcurling.org/worlds-best-curlers-head-to-las-vegas


Media news 

New Curling Equipment Programme (CEP)  & Development Assistance Programme (DAP)  

During our CDO presentations at the Congress in Turnberry we also introduced our Curling Equipment Programme [CEP] 

(sponsored by BalancePlus, Goldline and Performance). The CEP is designed to assist Member Associations by providing them with 

a specified amount of curling equipment for distribution at one of their organised camps or clinics. You can find out more informa-

tion about this programme and how you can apply via our website .  

Since the beginning of the DAP application year 2012/13, we have approved a total amount of $200,000 USD in funding. To date: 

29 Member Associations have asked for DAP support. Some of the projects we have approved so far include: ôCome-and-Tryõ ses-

sions in Scotland, Slovenia and Finland; curling clinics, camps and courses; as well as for equipment including stones, ice-scrapers 

and water filtration systems. In addition to this, we have provided funding to help support MA participation in WCF organised 

events and only recently approved support for a dedicated curling-sheet at the Christmas Market in Leuven, Belgium.   

We want to encourage all our Member Associations to make full use of this fund. If you would like more information about DAP 

or would like to apply for funding, please contact Eeva Roethlisberger: eeva.roethlisberger@worldcurling.org  
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WCF Adult Curling Week (Bratislava, Slovakia) 

Poland, Romania, England, 

Norway, Slovenia, Bulgaria 

and Greece.  

The camp proved to be 

very successful and Iõm 

sure the new CDOs will 

have more planned in the 

near future.  

More info:  

www.wcf -camps-courses.com  

Three of the WCFõs new 

Competitions and Devel-

opment Officers (CDO) 

helped run the first Adult 

Curling Week in Bratislava, 

Slovakia between 23-28 

October 2012.  

The week included three 

modules: Curling Basics; 

Advanced Curling and an 

Introduction to Instruction 

Course.  

This was the first course to 

benefit from the new 

Curling Equipment 

Programme which you can 

read about below. 

A total of 24 people par-

ticipated during the week, 

from 10 countries including 

Slovakia, Croatia, Israel, 

MEDIA  

DEVELOPMENT  

We have recently launched 

five new event websites for 

the World Wheelchair 

Curling Championship 2013, 

World Junior Curling 

Championship 2013, World 

Womenõs Curling Champi-

onship 2013, World Mixed 

Doubles Curling Champion-

ship 2013  and World  Sen-

ior Curling Championships 

2013.  

Click on the following links 

to visit the sites: 

wwhcc2013.curlingevents.com  

wjcc2013.curlingevents.com  

wwcc2013.curlingevents.com  

wmdcc2013.curlingevents.com  

wscc2013.curlingevents.com  

We have also launched our 

Media Assistance Pro-

gramme (MAP) for the 2012

-2013 season. This entitles 

Member Associations to 

free accommodation at 

WCF Championship events 

for your Media and Com-

munications representa-

tives. We would encourage 

all Members to make use of 

this programme which will 

allow you to increase com-

munication about your team

(s) performance at events 

and in your own native lan-

guage. For more informa-

tion please email:  

media@worldcurling.org   

Finally, Joanna was in Sochi 

in November, attending the 

World Press Briefing ahead 

of the Olympic and Para-

lympic Winter Games in 

2014.  

Joanna was able to gain a 

greater understanding of 

media operations which will 

be in place at the Games as 

well as visit the other 

Olympic venues in Sochi.  

New WCF CDO, Scott Arnold, at the Adult Curl-

ing Week                             Photo: WCF  

http://www.worldcurling.org/curling-equipment-program-cep
http://www.worldcurling.org/curling-equipment-program-cep
mailto:%20eeva.roethlisberger@worldcurling.org
http://www.wcf-camps-courses.com/
http://wwhcc2013.curlingevents.com
http://wjcc2013.curlingevents.com
http://wwcc2013.curlingevents.com
http://wmdcc2013.curlingevents.com
http://wscc2013.curlingevents.com
mailto:media@worldcurling.org


Elizabeth Matthews honoured by IOC  

Other MA News  

so much to our sport 

throughout here life. 

The world of curling is ex-

tremely proud that Liz has 

been given this well de-

served recognition.  

I was honoured to be able 

to present this in person to 

Liz during the Pacific-Asia 

Curling Championships in 

Naseby, New Zealand. 

I was delighted to present 

Elizabeth (Liz) Matthews, 

Member of the New Zea-

land Curling Association, 

with an IOC Women and 

Sport Achievement Diploma 

signed by IOC President 

Jacques Rogge. 

The Diploma recognises 

Lizõs outstanding contribu-

tion to promoting the de-

velopment and participation 

of women and girls in sport. 

The IOC Women and Sport 

Trophy is awarded annually 

to individuals from each of 

the five continents along 

with a Worldwide recipient.  

The World Curling Federa-

tion, in association with the 

New Zealand Curling Asso-

ciation, was very proud to 

nominate Liz who has given 

The Canadian Curling Association  has announced that it will host their first Canadian 

Mixed Doubles Trials . The competition will take place each March and will decide Can-

adaõs representatives for the World Mixed Doubles Championship. *** The Japanese 

Curling  Association has been breaking new ground on the technology frontñas the 

Pacific-Asia Championship playdowns were televised in 3D for the first time. *** After re-

designing their website  and Facebook  page, The Swedish Curling Association   

hosted a ôCome and Tryõ session for over 50 people from the sports department of Swe-

denõs TV4 channel - giving them hands on experience and a better understanding of our 

sport. *** The Welsh Curling Association  has also launched a new website  where you 

can find all their latest news and results. *** The Chinese Curling Association  has 

opened a new dedicated curling facility in Shanghai. The two sheet facility is part of the 

Shanghai University Student Sport Center in the Songjiang district of the city, close to nu-

merous universities and schools which are already making full use of this new facility.  
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The new curling facility in Shanghai, 

under construction in this photo, opened 

in November             Photo: WCF  

Korea receives substantial sponsorship boost  

we would like 

to congratulate the Korean 

Curling Federation on 

achieving this investment. 

It is another sign of the 

rapid development and in-

terest in curling in the Pa-

cific-Asia region. 

The Korean Curling Federa-

tion has received an incredi-

ble  funding boost after sign-

ing a 10 billion Korean Won 

($9.2 million USD) sponsor-

ship deal with Koreaõs Shin-

segae department store 

group. 

It provides funding for the 

development of the sport 

and high performance teams 

through to the 2018 

PyeongChang Olympic Win-

ter Games. 

This is yet another fantastic 

investment in our sport and 

MEMBER ASSOCIATION NEWS  

Korean national teams will benefit 

from this latest investment   

        Photo:  WCF/Simon 

Elizabeth Matthews with her 

Diploma                    Photo: WCF  

http://www.curling.org.nz/index.php/news/1/830-ioc-award-to-liz-matthews
http://www.curling.ca/
http://wmdcc2013.curlingevents.com/cca-announces-creation-of-canadian-mixed-doubles-trials
http://wmdcc2013.curlingevents.com/cca-announces-creation-of-canadian-mixed-doubles-trials
http://www.curling.or.jp/
http://www.curling.or.jp/
http://iof1.idrottonline.se/default.aspx?id=20295
http://www.facebook.com/SwedishCurlingAssociation
http://iof1.idrottonline.se/default.aspx?id=20295
http://welshcurling.org.uk
http://welshcurling.org.uk
http://www.curling.org.cn/
http://news.naver.com/main/read.nhn?mode=LSD&mid=sec&sid1=107&oid=001&aid=0005849869

